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SSMU Club of the Year
Club: Muslims Students’ Association

Dear Committee,

| am nominating the Muslims Students’ Association (MSA) for this year’s SSMU Club of the Year
Award. The MSA has had a successful eleven months and has strongly impacted students in several
different ways.

The MSA is McGill's largest campus club with an ever-growing membership. Active student
participation in the MSA is phenomenal. Our members come from various ethnic and cultural
backgrounds, adding a wealth of diverse ideas to the club and contributing to the learning
experience our members share.

One of the MSA’s core goals for this academic year was to train its execs and build them as leaders,
and has succeeded. The older generation of MSA members spent the last summer collecting their
experiences and organizing a curriculum to train the MSA execs throughout the year on principles
of effective leadership. Biweekly sessions in time management, communication, strategic planning,
effective public speaking, critical thinking, and organizational behavior were all well presented to
this year’s execs. The sessions were coupled with actual MSA duties and responsibilities which
helped translate all the theoretical talk into reality. Every exec benefited, and, | can proudly say,
every exec has proved themselves as community leaders.

The continuous exec training improved MSA services. Each exec became efficient at what they do,
and each had clear, measurable, attainable, realistic, and time-bound goals to reach. Nearly each
exec created their own mini-MSA to help them reach their portfolio goals.

The president of the MSA was heading all the new mini-MSAs and was in charge of overlooking the
smooth functioning of this new structure. Each executive position in the MSA became a full time job
position requiring great volunteering time from each of the execs.

The leadership curriculum helped the MSA make a transition this year from a board of nine elected
execs and huge number of volunteers, to a board of nine elected execs, twenty one managerial
positions and an open list of volunteers. The efforts of training paid off in expanding the club’s
functionality and service.

The MSA Executive Board, although young in age, stood up and overcome many challenges.
Ramadan was the first of the challenges. The team prepared and served food daily for over 150
fasting people, organized the daily sunset prayers for those who attended, and booked a certified
prayer leader to lead the nightly prayers. The Ramadan month long task was a major successful first
endeavor for the team.

The executive team did not accept anything but excellence. After the month long Ramadan event,
the team organized the Eid Jam Party, engaging over than 600 attendees; several educational
documentary nights; Pink Hijab Day to support women breast cancer research; MSA PATH (Peer
Advising Tutoring & Help) service to assist new students in their academics at McGill; Project
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Downtown, a biweekly community service effort to feed the homeless of Montreal; the Spirituality
vs. Religion speaker event to encourage healthy and constructive dialogue between faiths; the
grand Voices For Haiti event which raised thousands of dollars for Haiti relief efforts; the annual RIS
spiritual conference in Toronto, which 20,000 people attend every year; the MSA Ski Trip; and ten
educational classes spanning the fall and winter semesters aiming at improving the understanding
and practice of Islam, ranging from Arabic classes to Islamic law. In addition, the MSA maintained
the weekly Jumaa Prayer throughout this year attracting over 600 people in the Shatner Ballroom.

The MSA has carried on and continued to create awareness about its prayer space issue with McGill
and has for the last 5 years been following up with the Quebec’s Human Rights Commission on this
issue, and is expecting a positive response resolving the conflict.

The MSA has had the privilege to work with several associations and has proved to be efficient in
networking and building relations. The professionalism and effort invested in these events were
worthwhile and resulted in several accomplishments, increasing the MSA’s notable organizational,
event planning and coordination skills.

This year, the MSA has done a truly remarkable job of reaching out beyond its Muslim membership
to the general McGill community. All these events and activities have exemplified the active
participation of the student body that the SSMU prides itself upon. The MSA continues to grow and
add to SSMU’s diverse and multifaceted nature. As | write to you now, MSA members are still
working hard to organize three more major events. The first is Discover Islam Month, an outreach to
the McGill community to learn and experience Islam, itself composed of four events; the second is
the Cultural Diversity Event, a collaboration effort with six other clubs to present a showcase of the
multicultural aspect of Islam around the world; and the third is an Appreciation Night to thank the
400-plus members who volunteered and made this year a success! It is without any reservation that
I nominate the MSA as the SSMU Club of the Year.

Sincerely,

Omar Balaa

Admini strati ve VABociatidhuoSMcGilhuniteitsity.d e nt s’
U4 Student McGill University

(Enclosed: Outline of MSA Achievements and Events 2009-2010)

Kindly Note the following while reading the report:

9 All MSA Events are free of charge except the Social events;

We exceeded our room booking hours in SSMU building at many instances and had to book
several rooms elsewhere (either through External Room bookings on Campus or hotel ballrooms
or through MSA Concordia);

The core executive team did a great job coordinating all events;
Pictures taken in the event and the posters are all enclosed in the CD provided.

=a =4
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MSA Frosh

28" till 30™ of August 2010 (all days)
. 4 4
Descnrhoh

MSA Frosh is an annual 3-day event that is held primarily for new Muslim students on campus. It
provides an opportunity for students to make new friends, explore the city, and have a great time in an
alcohol-free environment. It is also a low-cost event that strives to be affordable and is open to non-
Muslims as well. MSA frosh is a source of assistance, motivation, and fun for students new to university
life.

FRIDAY, Ausu‘st' 28

6:00-6:30 Welcoming and explain all about the frosh events

6:30-7:00 President Talk and introduction about MSA as an organization
7:00-7:45 Games

7:45-9:00 Iftar (breaking Fast) in Ball room

SATURDAY, August 29

12:00- 12:30 pm Meet up outside the SSMU Building on the stairs.
1:45- 3:30 Ice Skating

3:35 Pray Dhuhr at McGill

3:50- 4:50 REST (SSMU Lounge, with sofas), Pray Asr

5:30- 7:00 Bowling

7:45 Arabic IFTAR! (4th floor, SSMU)

SUNDAY, Augu'st‘ 30

12:00- 12:30 pm Meet at the Roddick Gates

12:45- 2:00 Physical Games at Rutherford Field

2:00- 3:00 Walk to Old Port through China Town

3:00- 4:00 Old Port Tour on foot

4:15- 5:00 Old Port boat tour

5:10-7:00 Pray Asr at Ummah mosque

7:45-9:00 Indian Iftar! (7th Floor, Hall Building, Concordia)

Objective

The objective of the event is to provide an alternative to the other campus froshes that are based
primarily on the consumption of alcohol, a factor that is not compatible with the Muslim faith. MSA
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McGill aims to provide an environment that allows students to have a great time, eat halal food, and
participate in activities that they will expose them to Montreal culture.

Logsties
Organizing team

Co-ordinators (Yezin Al-Qaysi, Farhana Begum, Salman Hafeez, Abdullah Farooqi)
0 responsible for planning of the event
0 logistics, bookings, and scheduling
0 overlooked the overall progress of the planning team

Advertisement officer (Sana Saeed)
0 Created posters for the event;
0 Assigned advertisement duties to the team.

Financial Advisor and coordinator (Rawan Suleiman)
0 Overlooked all the financial duties.

Frosh Leaders (Ahmed Pirzada, Omar Balaa, Omar Abu-Thuraya)
0 Answered new student’s questions about McGill and Montreal;
0 Assisted organizers with implementation of tasks (passing around bus passes, helping
set up the dinner table, led group games, etc.).

Motivational Speaker (Saba Malik)
0 Presented to students a motivational speech on "believing" in one's self ;
0 Shared with students her experiences at McGill ;
0 Provided students with advice to help them in their first year of university.

Food coordinators (Nur Hayati, Sister Sabriya, Meriem Boudjarene, Wan Fariha Fahmy)
0 Each food coordinator was responsible for selecting the menu items for the meal and
preparing the decorations as appropriate for the theme of the Dinner;
0 Sister Sabria and the food coordinators did all of the cooking and did a great job at it,
providing students with delicious halal, home cooked meals.

Aﬂendance

Given the lack of advertisement about the event we expected attendance of 30 students.. 43 showed up!

Planning Duration
20 hrs

Contact information

msafroshinfo@gmail.com
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Ramadan Iftars ( Dinner‘s)

Every 20" of August to 20" of September (every evening of the week except Sundays)
- 4 [ 4
Descnrhoh

Every day, during the month of Ramadan in which Muslims fast from dawn to dusk, a large team of
volunteers cooked food for 150-plus students; in addition, extra prayer services were provided in the
evening every day of the week (except for Sundays) for students.

objetﬁVe
To help people break their fasts with food;
To facilitate extra prayer services during the month of Ramadan.

Logisties

Organizing team
For EVERY day in the holy month of Ramadan (except Sundays):

Mohamed Smaoui (amir of the event, main coordinator)
Omar Balaa (Prayer set-up)

Omar Abu-Thuraia (Serving)

Farhana Begum (Serving)

Meriem Boudjarane (Cooking)

Rawan Suleiman (Finances)

Yezin Al-Qaysi (Logistics)

Anais Massot (Cleaning)

Aﬂent’ance
Even though this was the first event organized by the MSA execs and they were all lacking leadership
and coordination MSA was able to accommodate more than 150 students daily.

Planning Duration
50+ hours before August 20th, 6 hours every weekday thereafter

Contact information
msa.mcgill@gmail.com
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Reforming Islam or Reforming Muslims
(53 Dr. Jamal Bae{awi)

11" of September 2009 (4:00 pm till 6:00 pm) - Leacock 219

’Descrirﬁoh

In collaboration with the Muslim Student Association at McGill University and The Egyptian Cultural &
Educational Bureau in Montreal, the MESA organized this symposium. Our guest speaker, Dr. Jamal

I R ,& der@wined international professor gave a lecture entitled “Reforming Islam or Reforming
Muslims” in Leacock Building, Room 219.

objecﬁVe
An attempt to correct the way Islam is stereotyped and explain to the community what Islam as a
religion of peace and love means.

Logisties

Organizing team
General Co-ordinator (Ola Maria)
0 Invited guest speaker;
0 Overlooked all the logistics of the event.
Booking Coordinator (Omar Balaa, MSA VP Admin)
0 Booked the event venue.

Aﬂ’endante
56 showed up.

Pl-anning Duration
10 hrs

Contact information

mesa@ssmu.mcgill.ca & msa.mcgill@gmail.com
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Activities Night

Sept 14" 15™ 2009 & Jan. 20" 2010
. 4 [ 4
Descnrhoh

A night open for all McGill students to explore the different clubs registered under SSMU. Usually, each
club is responsible for setting up a booth with material explaining what their club is about.

objecﬁVe
To present to students what the MSA is all about;

To subscribe students to the MSA’s mailing listserve;
To invite students to join the MSA.

Logisties

Organizing team

We are responsible to setup the table and present it for around 6 hours:

Farhana Begum (VP Social)
Zakir Mir (VP Social)

Anais Massot (Cleaning)

Omar Balaa (VP Admin)

Manar Ghamian (volunteer)
Anais Massot (VP External)
Meriem Boudjarane (VP Dawa)

Aﬂent’ance

Everyone part of the organizing team had a shift of 2 hours to present our MSA table. Many people
came up to the table and were asking about our services and activities. We subscribed 60 new students
to our listserve.

Planning Duration

3 hours before the event, and 6 hours each night.

Contact information
msa.mcgill@gmail.com
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& €1 Fitr

21" of September 2009 (7:30 am - 10:00 am)
- 4 [ 4
Descnrhoh

is a Muslim holiday that marks the end of Ramadan, the Islamic holy month of fasting. Eid is an Arabic
word meaning "festivity", while Fifs means "to break fast"; and so the holiday symbolizes the breaking of
the fasting period. It is celebrated after the end of the Islamic month of Ramadan, on the first day of
Shawwal. Eid ul-Fitr lasts for three days of celebration and is sometimes also known as the "Smaller Eid"

(Arabic: Oy MCR/IFIRFZ Zaghir).
objefﬁVe

On this day, Muslims have a special Morning Prayer and sermon to celebrate the pilgrimages happening
in Mecca. Part of MSA McGill's mandate is to offer this prayer and make this day enjoyable for its
members.

Logisties

Organizing team
VP Admin booked the ballroom;
VP Prayer led the organizing team for the event. Needed to setup the ballrooms with carpets,
install the sound system, find a suitable speaker for the event, and bring sweets and
refreshments for the 400 plus people who attend;
VP Social and External prepared nice candy packages for children attending;
9 volunteers on the day helping with set up and decorations...etc.

Attent[ance

450 people attended with great positive feedback asking us to make this event as a recurring monthly
event!

Planning Duration

1 week

Contact information

prayer@msamcgill.com & msa.mcgill@gmail.com
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General Asserblies

Fall Semester (September 23" 2009 7 pm to 9 pm)
Winter Semester (February 4™ 2010 — 4 pm to 6 pm)

’Descrirﬁoh

The MSA carries out this event every beginning of the semester to introduce the new commers to the
club. The events of the year were outlined and new ideas for events were welcomed while keeping a
frendly and welcoming atmosphere. Refreshments and pizza were served after the meeting. In the Fall
GA we filled out the subpositions under each portfolio and assigned new active members their titles.

objefﬁ\'e

To bring together the Muslim student community and to inform them of MSA McGill's upcoming events
for the semester.

Logisties

Organizing team
VP Admin booked the rooms [ballroom for fall and clubs lounge, for Winter] and got the
refreshments and pizza;
VP External advertised the event on the list serve;
VP Internal coordinated with the Execs and moderated the event.

Aﬂent’ance

50-60 people attended with great new ideas for the semester.

Planning Duration
4 hrs.

Contact information

msa.mcgill@gmail.com
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Eid Jam 09

27" of September 2009 (7 am — 10 am)

’Descrirﬁoh

Social event where the Muslim community gathered to celebrate and exchanging gifts for this spiritual
event Eid-El-Fitr (The celebration of the end of the fasting month, Ramada). There was entertainment,
food, socializing.
Objective

Celebrate the joyous occasion of Eid-El-Fitr, the end of Ramadan;

Have a good time in a welcoming environment and a Halal environment;

Bring the Muslim community together.
Logisties

Organizing team
MSA Concordia Representatives; Hassan Abdullahi & Arafat Alsaieq;
MSA McGill VP Social; Farhana Bhegum,;
9 volunteers on the day and on the advertisement and sales comity.

Attendance

The event was a success with many positive feedbacks. We expected an attendance of 400 students but
300 showed up.

Planning Duration
10 hrs

Contact information

social@msamcgill.com & msaconcordia@montrealmuslims.ca
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MSA Exee Dinner Nighf

20" of November 2009 (6 pm - 9 pm)
. 4 4
Descnrhoh

After working extremely hard as a group to accomplish the grand Ramadan event and subsequent
events in October, the MSA executive team had to relax and enjoy a group dinner. We opened the event
with a 10 minute spiritual reminder from a lecture on youtube, enjoyed food later on, played soccer in
the ballroom and setup a Wii console a projector and screen for anyone interested in gaming.

Objective
Strengthen the bonds of friendship between the execs.
Improve communication among the members.

Relax, and enjoy each other's company.

Provide a friendly setting different from the rigid work experience were tension is usually
present.

Logisties

Organizing team
VP Internal ordered the food after asking everyone for their preferences, and brought the
screen and projector;
VP Finance and Prayer brought the drinks;
VP External and Finance disposable plates, napkins and cups;
VP Social brought the game Taboo;
President brought his Wii;
VP Admin booked the room.

Aﬂendance

As planned the Entire 10 MSA executive team showed up and enjoyed their time.

Planning Duration
1.5 hr

Contact information

msa.mcgill@gmail.com
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Sf’iﬁfuahfﬁ VS. Rehgion

25" of November 2009 (6 pm - 9 pm)
. 4 4
Descnrhoh

On the physical level we may differ, however, on the spiritual level we are all the same. Speakers who
studied various spiritual and religious traditions such as Buddhism, Hinduism, Doaism, Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam celebrate our differences by approaching spirituality from different angles in
pursuit of finding a common group.

objefﬁ\'e

Multi faith lecture that connected people with different religions and faith orientation on the spiritual
level.

Logisties

Organizing team
President led this event. He coordinated with the speakers, and planned with the MC suitable
things to say;
VP Admin booked the room;
VP External took care of advertising on list serve, facebook, website, and posting event poster all
over campus.

Nfendance

The event was a success with various positive feedbacks. We expected an attendance of 150 students
but 110 showed up.

Planning Duration
10 hrs

Contact information
dawah@msamcgill.com & msa.mcgill@gmail.com
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Eid €1 Adha

27" of November 2009 (7:30 am - 10:00 am)
‘Descripﬁon

"Festival of Sacrifice" or "Greater Eid" is a holiday celebrated by Muslims worldwide to commemorate
the willingness of Abraham (lbrahim) to sacrifice his son as an act of obedience to God. Eid is also about
spending time with family and enjoying the fact that we all have food and a roof over our heads.Eid al-
Adha is the latter of two Eid festivals celebrated by Muslims, whose basis comes from the Quran. Like
Eid al-Fitr, Eid al-Adha begins with a short prayer followed by a sermon (khuf®a).

Eid al-Adha annually falls on the 10th day of the month of Dhul Hijja (W1 jv @Fthe lunar Islamic
calendar. The festivities last for three days. Eid al-Adha occurs the day after the pilgrims conducting Hajj,
the annual pilgrimage to Mecca in Saudi Arabia by Muslims worldwide, descend from Mount Arafat.

objefﬁVe

On this day, Muslims have a special Morning Prayer and sermon to celebrate the pilgrimages happening
in Mecca. Part of MSA McGill's mandate is to offer this prayer and make this day enjoyable for its
members.

Logisﬁcs

Organizing team
VP Admin booked the ballroom;
VP Prayer led the organizing team for the event. Needed to setup the ballrooms with carpets,
install the sound system, find a suitable speaker for the event, and bring sweets and
refreshments for the 400 plus people who attend;
VP Social and External prepared nice candy packages for children attending;
9 volunteers on the day helping with set up and decorations...etc.

Attent[ance

450 people attended with great positive feedback asking us to make this event as a recurring monthly
event!

Planning Duration

1 week

Contact information

prayer@msamcgill.com & msa.mcgill@gmail.com
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MSA Exees Q(ft Exchanse!

30™ of November 2009 (6 pm - 9 pm)
. 4 [ 4
Descnrhoh

Each exec bought a gift for another exec in celebration of our holy day Eid ulAdha. VP Social put names
in a hat beforehand and each person pulled a name to bring a gift for. Who you brought a gift for was
kept a secret until the day of the event.

objetﬁVe
Celebrate Eid-ul-Adha Holy day;
Strengthen the friendship ties between the execs;

Enjoy a meal together;

Play some leadership and management games.
Logisties

Organizing team
Each VP bought a gift (price limited to $15) for one of the other VPs;
VP Admin booked room 302;
Everybody cooked/baked something from home and shared it during this potluck;
President prepared some coolleadership games.

Attendance

As planned the Entire 10 MSA executive team showed up and enjoyed their time.

Planning Duration
1.5 hrs

Contact information

msa.mcgill@gmail.com
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_Hajj Meovie Sereening

Dec. 1%, 2010 in Lev Buckman
. 4 4
Descnrhoh

A night open for all McGill students to explore the different clubs registered under SSMU. Usually, each
club is responsible for setting up a booth with material explaining what their club is about.

objecﬁVe
To present to students what the MSA is all about;

To subscribe students to the MSA’s mailing list serve;
To invite students to join the MSA.

Logisties

Organizing team

We are responsible to setup the table and present it for around 6 hours:

Farhana Begum (VP Social)
Zakir Mir (VP Social)

Anais Massot (Cleaning)

Omar Balaa (VP Admin)

Manar Ghamian (volunteer)
Anais Massot (VP External)
Meriem Boudjarane (VP Dawa)

Aﬂent’ance

Everyone part of the organizing team had a shift of 2 hours to present our MSA table. Many people
came up to the table and were asking about our services and activities. We subscribed 60 new students
to our list serve.

Planning Duration

3 hours before the event, and 6 hours each night.

Contact information
msa.mcgill@gmail.com
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Reviving the Tslamic Spirit “09

8™ convention (s05: Saving the Ship of Human'rt\j)
25" till 28" of December 2009 (all day)

Deseription

This is an annual conference that is based in Toronto. The conference is organized by around 400
volunteers and hosts 20,000 guests. The conference attracts the best Muslim scholars from around the
world to address issues relevant to society in Canada. MSA McGill contributed in the organizational part
by promoting the event in Montreal, sponsoring some of its members to attend, and in helping out with
transportation logistics to Toronto.

objefﬁ\'e

A venue to address issues pertaining to the Muslim community in the West and set the
foundations to concrete planning and solution derivation;

An event aimed to challenge the organizers with major logistics and unexpected problems
arising;

Empower MSA McGill members with creative solutions or ways to tackle problems in McGill and
Montreal.

Logisties

Organizing team

President was overlooking the smoothness of the Montreal promotion team;

VP Social and External were in charge of taking care of full advertisement in McGill and partially
around Montreal;

VP Finances selected individuals who they thought could bring back knowledge and benefit from
the conference, and chose to sponsor 8 of them;

VP Prayer organized a booth outside Shatner after every Friday sermon to sell tickets in McGill
Strengthen the faith of Muslim students and teach them how to contribute significantly to their
societies;

10 volunteers.
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Attendance

Extremely hyped event with 310 from Montreal; 19,500 in conference

Planning Duratien

2 months in advance

Contact information

social@msamcgill.com , msa.mcgill@gmail.com,

msaconcordia@montrealmuslims.ca & montrealris@gmail.com
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Pink Hﬁab 'D33

5" of November 2009

‘Descripﬁon

This was an event organized to support the Breast Cancer Research. MSA worked in coordination with
the Breast Cancer Research Foundation. People were encouraged to demonstrate support for women all
around the world and for their fight against breast cancer. Women were invited to do this event by
experiencing wearing the hijab (also known as the veil) whether they are Muslim or non-Muslim. The

purpose of this event was solely to raise awareness about Breast Cancer Research and the increasing
discrimination of Muslim women who wear the veil.

The organizers gave out pink hijabs and held one-on-one discussions with people at the information
table to help change the perspective of people about hijab, who might think that the hijab is oppressing.
We wanted people to understand that as Muslims, we are also a part of society and we get affected by
the same diseases as everyone else does and we are equally concerned about the spread and danger of
breast cancer. Many non-Muslim girls experienced wearing the hijab and were introduced to the idea
and purpose of the hijab as being liberating and dignifying and certainly not oppressing.

Objective
Facilitate learning of traditional Islamic knowledge for students.

Stimulate intellectual debate amongst student leaders.

Teach students about Islamic spirituality.
Logkﬁcs

Organizing team

Farhana Begum (VP Social)
Anais Massot (VP External)
Meriem Boudjarane (VP Dawa)
Omar Balaa (VP Admin)

N‘tendance

25 people attended.

Planning Duration

7 hrs of planning for this event.

Contact information

msa.mcgill@gmail.com
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Spiritual Night Event

29" of January 2010 (8:45 pm - 10:00 pm)
. 4 [ 4
Descnrhoh

A night of Qiyam prayer (prayer done at the end of the night), duaa (asking good from god), athkar
(recitation of holy phrases), and contests organized by MSA Concordia & McGill.

objecﬁVe
Strengthen and deepen our members' spirituality;

Foster good relations between members of both MSAs.
Logisties

Organizing team
Concordia booked a certified prayer reciter (person who lead the prayers and recited Quran)
and provided refreshments;
McGill took care of advertisement.

Attendance

50 people attended with great positive feedback asking us to make this event as a recurring monthly
event!

Pl-anning Duration

1 week

Contact information

prayer@msamcgill.com, msa.mcgill@gmail.com & msaconcordia@montrealmuslims.ca
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Inner Aspects of Sharia
February 19" —21%, 2010
‘Descripﬁon

A collaboration effort between MSA McGill and ILM Foundation to bring up a Muslim scholar as a guest
speaker to teach a weekend general & intensive course on spirituality in Islam based on the Hadith
Jibreel (a prophetic saying). The event will also hold a special session on Maliki figh (jurisprudence), and
a session for active Muslim community leaders/students. The event was 12 hours long spanning a Friday
evening until Sunday noon on that weekend.

Objective
Facilitate learning of traditional Islamic knowledge for students.

Stimulate intellectual debate amongst student leaders.

Teach students about Islamic spirituality.
Logisties

Organizing team

Omar Edriss (ILM member)

Farid adDeen (ILM member)

Sara Suleman (ILM member)

Abdullah Farooqi (MSA VP Internal and ILM member)
Bassem Ghamian (MSA member)

Alexander Kapps (ILM member)

Ayaz Hyder (ILM member)

Omar Balaa (MSA VP Admin).

Attendance

25 people attended.

Planning Duration

45 hrs of planning for this event.

Contact information

msa.mcgill@gmail.com
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UMSA "0 Ski trip
22" of February 2010 (7:30 am - 7:30 pm)

Deseription
Ski trip to Ski Bromont. Event included providing participants with transportation, equipment, a full day
ski pass and loads of fun.

objetﬁVe
Strengthening the bonds of MSA members with each other and with the MSA board by providing a
cheap getaway during the spring break.

Logisties

Organizing team
Head Organizer (Manar Ghamian)
0 Co-ordinated with Bus Company and ski resort;
0 Assigned tasks to volunteers;
0 Overlooked and ensured the smooth running of the event.
Volunteers:
0 Sales Representatives (Salman Hafeez, Usman bin Shahid, Sami Sajid, Yuliya Barnik,
Ahmed el-Baghdadi, Anais Fawche)
A Sold event’s tickets over a 3 week prior at various times and locations.
0 Bus Representatives (Usman bin Shahid, Salman Hafeez, Yamen el Samman)
A Registered participants on the spot as they entered the bus;
A Assisted participants;
A Took charge of their bus;
A Distributed the tickets.
Advisors (Omar Balaa, Noha Mahdi, Bassem Ghamian)
0 Gave general Consultation and some advice

Aﬂendance

The event was extremely successful and we exceeded our expectation by filling out 2 busses and selling
out all tickets. Planned attendance was 96 students, 120 showed up.

Planning Duration
30 hrs

Contact information

ski.umsa@gmail.com & social@msamcgill.com
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Winter Fe‘st' 10
25" of February 2010 (8:45 am - 3:00 pm)
Deseription

Event took place on Mount Royal. People who attended went ice skating, cross-country skiing, tubing
and snow shoeing. There was also lunch and other activities such as a snowball fight. Transport was
provided.

objetﬁVe

Social event intended to bring Muslims and others McGill-ians together. Influence greater social
cohesion through a fun and healthy outdoor activity.

Logisties
Organizing team

Zakir Mir

Vp Social, Farhana Bhegum

Attendance

The event was a success with many positive feedbacks. We expected an attendance of 30 students but
17 showed up.

Planning Duration
6 hrs

Contact information

social@msamcgill.com & zakirl000@gmail.com

20| Page


mailto:social@msamcgill.com
mailto:zakir1000@gmail.com

Wrap UP

13" of March 2010 (10 am — 1 pm)
. 4 4
Descnrhoh

It was a casual event that included a light breakfast. In addition, the attendees learned about the some
of the appropriateness of the Hijab (headscarf) and the different styles of wearing it.

objecﬁVe
Learning about the purpose of the Hijab;
Discuss the importance of it;

Learn about different styles of wearing the Hijab;

Learn about styles but still remain within the Islamic boundaries.
[3
Logisties

Organizing team
MSA McGill VP Social; Farhana Bhegum, took care of the entire event from Ato Z

Attendance

Due to short notice and lack of advertisement the event did not achieve its’ planned success, however
the people who attended benefit a lot from it. 7 students showed up.

Planning Duration
3 hrs

Contact information

social@msamcgill.com
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Mushms in the Communitg - Frorn‘ Pa‘SSivitg to Contribution

Quest Sreaker: Tmam Yasin ‘Dwyer
12" of March 2010 (6 pm - 9 pm) — Steward Biology S %

‘Descripﬁon

The event included a talk by Imam (Scholar in Islamic matters)Yasin Dwyer on the importance of Muslim
contribution in the community, as well as a presentation by Mohamed Shaheen to launch the MAC Give
project in Montreal under the Live to Give 2010 campaign.

&
objectWe
The event was aimed at raising awareness of the importance of Muslim contribution in our communities.
It was the launching event for MAC Give's Live to Give 2010 campaign, titled Community Matters.

Logisties

Organizing team

MAC Give organizing team:
0 Aminah Swaleh;
0 Eman Loubani;
0 Noha Beshir;
0 Mohamed Shaheen.

Guest Speaker: Imam Yasin Dwyer;

VP Admin, Booked Steward Biology S % Room

Attendance

We expected 150 people to attend but due to unforeseen reasons only 30 people showed up.

Planning Duration
6 hrs

Contact information
msa.mcgill@gmail.com & macgivemontreal@gmail.com
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Discover Tslam Month

Muslims on Fridags
Scheduled on: 19" of March 2010 (10:30 pm - 3:30 pm)
‘Descripﬁon

An open Friday prayer (Jumuah) for non-Muslims where they will listen to a sermon, see a
congregational prayer & have a private Q&A session with the imam (person who gave the sermon) after
prayer wherein they can ask any questions about Islam and how it is practiced.

Refreshments will be served.
objefﬁVe

To give students the opportunity to learn about Islam by showing them how Muslims practice their
religion on their religious day (Friday).

Logisties

Organizing team
VP Dawa, Meriem Boudjarane, (outreach) overlooked the entire event under the Discover Islam
Month;
Rami Shafiei, Guiding Volunteers, taking care of imam’s needs;
Masud Mohamed, Responsible for prayer settings.

Attendance

This is an event in the Discover Islam Month series which still did not take place but will very soon. We
expect an attendance of 45 people for the Jumah and 20 for the private Q&A session.

Planning Duratien

7 hrs so far.

Contact information
dawah@msamcgill.com & msa.mcgill@gmail.com
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Cultural Diversity Festival
Scheduled on: 27" of March 2010 (10:30 pm - 3:30 pm)
Deseription

A collaborative event including various student clubs in campus headed by MSA. Each club will be given
a table from which to give or sell (for a reasonable price) traditional food from their particular nation.
Proceeds will go towards a charity that will be jointly decided upon by all participating groups.

Objective
To showcase the diversity of the Muslim community around the world;

Raise funds for a charitable organization;

Work with other clubs.
Logisties

Organizing team
VP Dawa, Meriem Boudjarane, (outreach) overlooked the entire event under the Discover Islam
Month;
VP External, Realized the event by coordinating with other groups;
VP social, Farhana B. and Zakir M., Main Coordinators, made sure everything went as planned.

Aﬂendance

This is an event in the Discover Islam Month series which still did not take place but will very soon. We
expect an attendance of 100 people.

Planning Duration
4 hrs.

Contact information

dawah@msamcgill.com, external@msamcgill.com & msa.mcgill@gmail.com

24| Page


mailto:dawah@msamcgill.com
mailto:external@msamcgill.com
mailto:msa.mcgill@gmail.com

The One... Whe is fe?

Scheduled on: 19" of March 2010 (6 pm - 9 pm)
- 4 4
Descnrhoh

A talk on "God in Islam" in the Discover Islam Month Series of events, customised for non-Muslims with
Questions about how Islam’s prospective on the unity of god followed by a Questions & Answers session
in the ballroom. Refreshments will be served and a welcoming table will be set in SSMU building.

objecﬁVe
To create the opportunity for non-Muslims and atheists to learn about the concept of God in Islam.
Logisties

Organizing team
VP Dawa (outreach) overlooked the entire event under the Discover Islam Month;
Rami Shafiei coordinated the event, invited speaker and took care of other matters;
VP Admin booked the ballroom;
Volunteers, helped out in realizing the event.

Aﬂent’ance

This is an event in the Discover Islam Month series which still did not take place but will very soon. We
expect an attendance of 50 people.

Planning Duration
4 hrs

Contact information

dawah@msamcgill.com & msa.mcgill@gmail.com
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Open Exhibition

Scheduled on: 23" of March 2010 (10:30 pm - 3:30 pm)
. 4 [ 4
Descnrhoh

An exhibition in the ballroom set up in booth-style format with background music, decorations, photos
and free food. Visitors can walk around and learn about different topics in Islam. Questions about Islam
are welcomed and will be replied to by MSA VPs.

objetﬁVe

To create the opportunity and environment for non-Muslims to interact with Muslims and to learn
something new about Islam.

Logisties

Organizing team
VP Dawa, Meriem B., (outreach) overlooked the entire event under the Discover Islam Month;
Noha Mahdi & Roukaya Ibrahim both coordinated the event, took care of the exhibition
portraits and outreach table;
VP Admin booked the ballroom;
Volunteers, helped out in realizing the event;
Advisor (Tarek Madany, old MSA Exec)

Aﬂendance
This is an event in the Discover Islam Month series which still did not take place but will very soon. We
expect an attendance of 200 people.

Planning Duration
24 hrs so far.

Contact information

dawah@msamcgill.com & msa.mcgill@gmail.com
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Blendihg the Spheres of Success & Activism

Scheduled on: 27" of March 2010 (6 pm - 9 pm)
- 4 [ 4
Descnrhoh

A panel discussion featuring Muslim professionals who are active in their communities. We are trying to
get people of diverse fields who have shown activism. These speakers are from all over Canada and
maybe also from the US. There will be Q&A session and mingling afterwards.

objetﬁVe

We want to inspire Muslim students to think outside the box for their future & to be active in their
communities beyond their 9-5 jobs.

Logisties

Organizing team
VP Dawa (outreach) led the entire event underthe Discover Islam Month;
MSA Concordia President, advised and helped with logistics;
Volunteers, Hassina Docrat & Mohamed Shaheen general manager and coordinators of event.

Attendance

This is an event in the Discover Islam Month series which still did not take place but will very soon. We
expect an attendance of 200 people.

Planning Duration
15 hrs

Contact information
dawah@msamcgill.com & msa.mcgill@gmail.com
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Recurring Activities and Classes

I umah P rayer

Every Friday the SSMU building was open (3 semesters)
‘Descripﬁon

Religious Observance open to all Muslims on Campus and all Muslims who wish to attend; requires
organization of the ballroom to accommodate a sermon and a congregational prayer of usually at least
350 students/attendees; speaker addresses congregation, then a congregational prayer is held; mini-
sale and donations done during and after the congregation; occasionally promotion of other events.

ObjefﬁVe
Ensure that a facility for Muslims, especially Muslim Students at McGill, who observe the
Obligatory Friday prayer is available;
To ensure that the community is brought together regularly so that everyone meets eventually
and gets to know each other so as to foster Brotherhood, Sisterhood and humanness;
To address issues that humans face in life, to provide guidance and avenues to knowledge for
the attendees;
To provide the attendees with updates of events etc that are going on in the
Montreal/Canadian/McGill community;
to be a regular fundraiser for social/human rights causes e.g. the Haiti earthquake, the battered
women's shelter; Human Concern International and other MSA endorsed charity-bodies;
to promote other events that take place in the McGill/Montreal Muslim community and events
that may be of interest to Muslims/students
Provide opportunities for volunteering to interested members.

Logisties

Organizing team
For EVERY Friday in the School Year:

Contact Khatibs (knowledgeable respectable person who addresses the Jumah congregation)
from Montreal/Canada/U.S./International visiting and have them confirm their topics for the
Sermon;

Have volunteers get sound/audio-system and appropriate religious texts and transport them
appropriately and safely to the Ballroom;
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Set-up the sound-system and do an audio check with both speakers and microphones to ensure
proper functioning;

Ensure that the carpets are brought out and laid down in the appropriate direction for the
congregational prayer;

Ensure that tables are set up for the donation safe-boxes so that Members of the Muslim
community who attend the Friday Prayer( which is NOT limited to McGill students!) can give
their donations;

Have announcements for the community ( i.e. events, news, memos) prepared and delivered at
the end of the congregational prayer;

Ensure that tables are set-up to allow promotion of other events;

Have tables set up so that refreshments can be bought outside of the ballroom after the sermon
and prayer;

Ensure a clean-up crew is there to roll-up the carpets, place them back in storage, ensure all
religious texts are received in good condition, dismantle and pack-back the sound/audio-system,
then return all of these to their appropriate places;

Have VP Finances and President take the donation safe-boxes safely down and announce to who
the donations are going to each Friday;

Aﬂendance

Even though we plan to accommodate not more than 350 people we normally get an attendance of
more than 400 people each Friday.

Planning Duration
2-3 hrs weekly

Contact information

vpprayer@gmail.com & msa.mcgill@gmail.com
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Jerusalem in Tslamie Conseiousness - Book Club

Oct. 1%, Nov. 5", Dec. 3™ 2009 & Jan. 7" 2010 (7 pm — 8:30 pm)
. 4 [ 4
Descnrhoh

Book club covering the book, “Jerusalem in Islamic Consciousness”. The group met once every month to
discuss the different elements and ideas they read in the book. The series was meant to be of
constructive educational material.

objetﬁVe
To give students the opportunity to learn about the history of the Holy land and the importance

of Jerusalem in Islam.

Provide a friendly setting different from the rigid work experience were tension is usually
present when discussing such topics.

Logisties

Organizing team
Sister Nadira Mustapha (Previous MSA exec and a PhD Candidate at McGill) moderator.
Omar Abu-Thuraia (VP Education) organized logistics of events
Rawan Suleiman (VP Finance) organized logistics of events
Omar Balaa (VP Admin) booked the room.

Attendance

There were around 9 people at each event.

Pl-anning Duration
4 hrs / week

Contact information

msa.mcgill@gmail.com
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Arabic beginners/intermediate Class

Every Tuesday Winter Semester (5:30 pm — 7:00 pm)
- 4 [ 4
Descnrhoh

Arabic class providing students with a place to practice their reading, writing and speaking skills in the
Arabic language. Both levels, beginners and intermediate, were dealt with at the same time. The
attendees had fun, learned how to pronounce the 4 letters that non-native Arabic speakers struggle
with, and are expected by the end of the course to read Arabic texts fluently and fast.

Objective
Raise awareness of the importance of the Arabic language in Islam
Improve the students' Arabic language

Flexibility in learning and absorbing the material for different students.

Go through the MSA Arabic curriculum reading book.
Logisties

Organizing team
Omar Abu-Thuraia (VP Education)
Mohamed Smaoui (President)
Manar Ghamian (Instructor)
Abdullah Ajam (Instructor)
Omar Balaa (VP Admin).

Attendance

7 people came consistently to the event every week.

Planning Duration

3 hrs / week at least

Contact in‘formaﬁon

msa.mcgill@gmail.com & education@msamcgill.com
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_Hanaﬁ ﬁqh

Every Thursday Winter Semester (6:30 pm — 8:30 pm) Leacock 14
- 4 [ 4
Descnrhoh

A collaboration effort by MSA McGill & ILM foundation. Weekly Halaga (class) covering the figh
(jurisprudence) issues in the Hanafi school of thought, taught by Ustaadh Hasan Mian.

Objective
Teach and educate students about the Hanfi figh in Islam.

Provide a friendly setting to help our audience absorb the heavy material, and provide a venue
where figh questions would be answered and explained.

Logisties

Organizing team
Sara Suleiman (ILM representative)
Omar Abu-Thuraia (MSA VP Education)
Ayaz (ILM representative and previous MSA President)
Omar Balaa (VP Admin).

Aﬂendance

30 people came consistently to the event every week.

Planning Duration
4.5 hrs / week at least

Contact information

msa.mcgill@gmail.com & ayaz.hyder@gmail.com
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Youth Muslim Leadership Program
Biweekly on Tuesdays starting 1° of September 2009 (time varies)
Deseription
Through 1 hour weekly, or 2 hour biweekly sessions, YMLP aims to transfer key personal development

and leadership skills to upcoming future Muslim leaders, as well as inculcating within them critical
leadership skills and providing them with avenues to learn authentic Islamic knowledge.

objetﬁVe

YMLP aims to bring together prospective young leaders within the Montreal's Muslim community and
provide them with the training and tools needed to become adept leaders of tomorrow.

Logisties

Organizing team
Shifted tasks between:
planning the events, giving lectures, motivational talks,

Bassem Ghamian;
Saba Malik;

Hamza al-Habian;
Abdullah Farooq;i;
VP Admin, booked the rooms.

leadership tactics, setting up the events, mediating
discussions and getting refreshments.

Aﬂent’ance

This Event was restricted to special members who are active in the club. 15 MSA members where invited
and they all continued to attend the sessions as the year went on.

Planning Duration

25 hours before launch; 20 hours a month thereafter

Contact information

msa.mcgill@gmail.com & ymlp@gmail.com
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P rojet[' Downtown

Every Sunday in the past Summer and Fall semesters for 5 hours

- 4 [ 4

Descnphon

Project Downtown is an initiative, created by students to bring change to the world, from being an idea
in our mind, to being an idea that we practice and apply in reality. The idea is to help make a real
difference in the lives of those who are less fortunate, and to take an active role in improving their lives,
if only in the smallest of ways.

Inspired by the original project in the U.S.A. Project Downtown is targeted towards homeless people,
attempting to provide them with a means of support by giving them food and establishing relationships
with them to find out more about their what they need, and attempt to provide them with it.

What we basically do is we all prepare food, usually sandwiches and small drinks, and we package it. We
then divide our volunteers into small groups, which then go to different locations in the greater
downtown area, and distribute the food to the homeless. We also try to initiate conversations with
them whenever possible, in order to provide them with some sense of moral support and to establish a
trusting connection. Some other tasks include buying food, or helping out with organizational matters.
When volunteering to join us, it is your choice whether to prepare the food, or to distribute it, or even
to help with other tasks that maybe available.

Our aim is to strengthen the Muslim contribution to the society, acting as a team, combining our
abilities and talents and making the best use of them for a good cause. Also, being Muslims, we strive to
live up to the standard that was established by our prophet sallalahu 'Alayhi wasallam. As such, we also
endeavor to imitate his example as best as we can by being as much benefit to our society as possible.

%k %k %k 3k %k 3k %k %k kK k %k k ok ok

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: "Every Muslim has to give in charity." The people
then asked: "(But what) if someone has nothing to give, what should he do?" The Prophet replied: "He
should work with his hands and benefit himself and also give in charity (from what he earns)." The
people further asked: "If he cannot find even that?" He replied: "He should help the needy who appeal
for help." Then the people asked: "If he cannot do (even) that?" The Prophet said finally: "Then he
should perform good deeds and keep away from evil deeds, and that will be regarded as charitable
deeds." - Sahih Al-Bukhari, Volume 2, Hadith 524

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: "Save yourself from hellfire by giving even half a
date-fruit in charity." - Sahih Al-Bukhari

3k 3k 3k 3k %k >k 3k >k 3k %k 3% %k %k %k %

As a group, we believe that it is our *responsibility* to be doing what we can and giving from what we
have to help those less fortunate than ourselves; it is not a choice. It was once said that "giving away
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that which you do not want is not considered charity." And so we are inviting you to give from your time,
we are inviting you to take part in this wonderful opportunity to be a part of that change you've long
thought necessary. We're inviting you to be a contributing member of the society, working to make a
positive difference in the lives of people who need it the most. And of course, we're inviting you to
please Allah (swt) through your actions.

Allah (swt) says in the Quran:
"You will not attain righteousness, unless you give of that which you love" [3:92]

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: “None of you can truly be said to believe until he
loves for his brother what he loves for himself.” [Bukhari]

So keep in mind our eventual destination and spend as much effort as we can improving your own
condition, and that of humanity, so that we may be at peace on the Day of Judgment and attain Janatul-
Firdaus, InshAllah.

Objective
To embody the prophet (saw)'s behavior of being a Mercy to mankind.
To show compassion and to thank Allah (swt) for all that we've been blessed with.
To listen to the homeless' stories and contemplate on our own situation.
To build a relationship with our homeless friends and earn their trust.
To become Muslims who are involved in the community.

An outreach effort (Dawah) and demonstration of the beauty of Islam.
Logisties

Organizing team
Doaa Farid (Head Coordinator, MSA McGill)
Rasha Ahmad (MSA member)
Tarek Younis (MSA Concordia member)
Nadeem L (MSA Concordia member)
Kuhyar Karimian (MSA Concordia member)
Asim Baig (MSA Concordia member)
Omar Balaa (MSA VP Admin)

Attendance
8 — 10 people attended each week to help out
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Planning Duration

5 hours of planning and execution every Sunday.

Contact information
msa.mcgill@gmail.com
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Beg'mner Tajweetl Brothers
Every Wednesday Winter Semester (5:30pm — 6:30 pm)
‘Descripﬁon

An effort to teach beginner male students how to properly recite the Quran. Tajweed is a science on its
own in Islam and requires a lot of practice, patience, and effort. This class was offered to students who
were beginners to this science and wanted to get the basics down right.

objecﬁVe
Teach students how to properly recite the Quran, and not to make reading mistakes in their

daily prayers.

Provide an interactive venue for students to lean the Quran reciting rules efficiently.
L L3
Logrshcs

Organizing team
Moez Battikh (Instructor)
Omar AbuThuraia (VP Education)
Omar Balaa (VP Admin).

Attendance

3 people attended this weekly class.

Planning Duration
1 hr / week

Contact information

msa.mcgill@gmail.com
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Begirmer Tajweed Ststers
Every Monday Winter Semester (5:00pm — 6:30 pm)
Deseription

Tajweed is the science of properly reciting Quran, on its own in Islam and requires a lot of practice,
patience, and effort. As an effort to teach students how to properly recite the Quran, this class was
offered to female students who already passed at least 1 or 2 Tajweed classes.

4 (J
Objective
Teach students how to properly recite the Quran, and not to make reading mistakes in their

daily prayers.

Provide an interactive venue for students to lean the Quran reciting rules efficiently.
Logisties

Organizing team
Doaa Farid (Instructor)
Omar AbuThuraia (VP Education)
Omar Balaa (VP Admin).

Aﬂ’endante

5 people attended this weekly class.

Pl-anning Duration
1 hr / week

Contact information

msa.mcgill@gmail.com & education@msamcgill.com
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Advanced Brother's Tajweetl

Every Monday Summer & Fall Semesters (1.5 hours)
- 4 [ 4
Descnrhoh

Tajweed is the science of properly reciting Quran, on its own in Islam and requires a lot of practice,
patience, and effort. As an effort to teach students how to properly recite the Quran, this class was
offered to male students who already passed at least 1 or 2 Tajweed classes.

4 (J
Objective
Teach students how to properly recite the Quran, and not to make reading mistakes in their

daily prayers.

Provide an interactive venue for students to lean the Quran reciting rules efficiently.
Logisties

Organizing team
Bilal Ruzzeh (Instructor & previous MSA President)
Mohamed Smaoui (MSA President)
Omar Balaa (VP Admin).

Aﬂ’endante

The class was open to a max of 7 students only.

Pl-anning Duration

3 hrs / week at least

Contact information

msa.mcgill@gmail.com & education@msamcgill.com
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Downtown Hal-aqa (K.nowl-edge Circl«e)

Every Friday Winter Semester (after Maghrib prayer)
- 4 [ 4
Descnrhoh

Weekly study circle for brothers and for sisters (Brother’s gathering in Concordia Prayer Space, Sisters
gathered in SSMU building) with various topics that dealt with issues faced by Muslim youth. This
discussion also engaged people in expressing their feelings about certain topics and in effect establishing
a healthy learning environment.

Objective
To bring Concordia and McGill students together and strengthening their Relations.

Teach our attendees about the different aspects in our religion and how they could help in our
daily lives.

Get all the attendees to play soccer after the event. (Recreational sports)
[3
Logisties

Organizing team
Omar Abu-Thuraia (MSA McGill VP Education)
Anas Uddin (MSA Concordia member)
Mohamad Ashour (MSA McGill member)
Kiran Babar (MSA Concordia member)
Rasha Ahmad (MSA McGill member)
Sana Khawaja (MSA McGill member)
Omar Balaa (MSA McGill VP Admin).

Nfendance

Around 20 people attended this weekly gathering consistently.

Planning Duration

3 hr / week at least

Contact information

msa.mcgill@gmail.com
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Conelusion

In conclusion, | would like to thank the committee for the time and effort they placed while
considering this application. | hope it was not too long to read and analyze. We tried our best

to make it as concise as possible. For any i nquiries please don’t
admin@msamcgill.com.

Regards,

Omar Balaa
Administrative VP,

Muslim Students’ Association of McGill University.
U4 Student McGill University
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